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At van Niekerk

Estate Manager

Our garden services have done a great job with 
Half Moon Park, Queen Park and Duke Park. 
Congratulations guys! I invite our Residents 

to go and have a stroll along these parks. When you 
go out into these parks, please bear in mind that the 
majority of the layout was done by our garden work-
ers themselves. Have a look at the way in which some 
of the paths were laid out and plants positioned. 
This is the work of our own hard-working garden-
ers, who love their work, and a well managed joint 
garden management system in place at no additional 
cost to our Members. I was taken by surprise. This is 
a great asset to our Estate. We now need to invest 
in well-established trees. This team will attempt to 
get going at all the parks, but please keep in mind 
that this is our maintenance programme. All of this is 
done within the 2012/2013 budget that I mentioned 
before. Any form of capital project must come from 
the Members themselves.

From a very cold Highveld it is once again my privilege to chat to our Resi-
dents. Weather prediction was never my strong point, but I have the feeling 
that this is going to be one of the longer and colder winters we have experi-
enced in many years. For that reason you need to take special care of your 
pets and gardens. Give poor old “Snuffles” a piece of that old blanket and 
cover those so well-looked after plants that are more susceptible to the cold. 
The nice thing of the winter for me is the quality moments spent with family 
and friends around a bowl of hot soup and a good old golden sweet sherry.

The Estate Management is also busy with a 
number of hard maintenance tasks. All the 
jungle gyms in the Estate parks have been 
treated with a special wood-protecting paint. 
At some of these apparatus Dirk and Charles 
replaced a number of broken poles, planks and 
ropes. These damages are clearly vandalism, 
not by our kiddies, who are enjoying these play 
grounds, but by other residents in our Estate. 
Please report any form of damage to the jungle 
gyms to the Estate Manager.
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Best regards

At van Niekerk

If you want to sell or buy property, please 
do contact one of our accredited estate 
agents. They are all great professionals. You 
will find their details on our web site and in 
The Villager on page 25. 

On a more serious note, I want to draw 
your attention to the Rules and Regulations 
of the HOA. A number of members have 
been penalized recently for the transgres-
sion of the one or other HOA Rule. In most 
instances the particular Member becomes 
very offensive for being penalized. All I have 
to say, is that, it is the duty of the Estate 
Manager to preserve law and order, as well 
as good neighbourliness amongst all our 
good residents. If you are penalized for any 
transgression of the Estate rules, you have 
a right to make representation to the HOA 
Board of Directors, who will have the final 
say after adjudicating over a matter.

From an Estate Management point of view, 
the forthcoming AGM is of critical impor-
tance. Big decisions will have to be taken 
on a number of capital investments by the 
Members of the Estate, to take the Estate 
into a progressive and profitable invest-
ment into the future.

The office administration is currently under 
pressure. Deidre has left and her post is 
currently complemented by the temporary 
appointment of Mrs Tina Smith. All adminis-
tration will be attended to as usual.

It has come to our attention that a number 
of residents are finding it difficult to gain 
access or egress by means of the biomet-
ric (finger print) system. Residents are 
requested to be patient, because during 
the cold weather the biometric system does 
take more time to identify the specific fin-
ger print, due to the shrinkage of the finger 
print imprint. The Security personnel have 
been asked to assist.

Winter wishes to all out Residents.

A matter close to my heart is the repa-
rations that Dirk and Charles did to the 
“waterkar”. This is a story on its own. 
Most of us have seen this tanker being 
pulled around the Estate for many 
years, doing a noble task of giving H₂O 
to the Estate. It was rusted on the in-
side and outside and the petrol-driven 
water pump at the back was working 
under strain. We battled to get quota-
tions to repair the tanker. It appeared 
as if all craftsmen of this trade had dis-
appeared. The HOA Board approved 
R7,500 to repair the tanker. Dirk and 
Charles took on the challenge over 
the weekend of the 9th & 10th June. You 
will recall that this was the first real 
winter weekend, when the Boks beat 
England in Durban. Please bear with 
me, because this story must be told. 

We are blessed to have a great number of wild life in 
our Estate. Yes, from the smallest mammals to the big-
ger bucks. They all give us joy. The springbucks are so 
gracious and bring amongst us the feeling of having 
something special in our Estate. Nowadays even the 
steenbokkies are seen all over. I noticed a steenbokkie in 
Duke Park. It was brought to my attention that there is 
also a herd of blesbuck in the Estate. I have a passion to 
preserve that what we have in our Estate, be it a meerkat, 
a guinea-fowl, a rabbit or one of our many bird species. 

All the repairing material, including 
a fibre glass sealant, rust-removing 
armoury, durable paint, respirator, etc 
were obtained. On Friday, 8th June, the 
repair job started, continuing on the 
Saturday and Sunday of this weekend. 
Dirk and Charles persisted with this 
task over the weekend. On Monday 
morning I had the great opportu-
nity to inspect the work. I have three 
comments, which I want to share with 
you. Firstly, the repairs were done in 
a workmanlike manner; secondly, the 
repairs were done in the most inclem-
ent weather conditions; and thirdly, 
as pointed out to me, the manufac-
turer was F.A. POOLE (PTY)LTD, who 
manufactured this old tanker in 1971. 
There is still a lot to be told about the 
“waterkar”. Maybe for another day. 

the “waterkar”
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Marchell Galant 

Protea Coin  
Site Manager

Dear Residents

Best regards. Please look after your safety.

Marchell Ramkat Galant
Security Manager

Residents can contact me directly should they be interested in  
having an alarm system linked to our Protea Coin 24hrs Call  
Centre in Highveld Techno Park. My details are listed below.

Marchell Galant - galantm@proteacoin.co.za  - 082-300-1835

Guards of the month

Victor Ngapele

Shadrack Michavi

I trust that all of you are keeping warm during these cold days that we are experiencing. I re-
call that the one morning when I came to the Estate at 03:00 in the morning the temperature 
display in my vehicle showed 0.5 degrees. I think the people that have it bad are the guards 

who have to patrol the fence at night.

I have been confronted on a few occasions by residents of the Estate who ask me what I as the 
Security Manager can do about the owners, tenants and visitors who speed in the Estate. This 
is really getting out of hand. Just the other day a resident lost a cat because of a vehicle that 
was speeding in the Estate. On the 12th of June, Security was phoned by a resident at the Main 
Gate, who brought it to our attention that a sand delivery truck was speeding in the Estate and 
even ignored several stop streets. This truck was stopped at the gate by Security. The end result 
was that the owner of the property where the building works were being carried out was fined 
R500.  

The question is: do we have to wait for a child to be killed by a vehicle that is speeding or not 
abiding by our traffic rules? I urge all residents to keep to the speed limit of 40km per hour in 
the Estate. Please advise your visitors to adhere to the rules and regulations of the Estate. We 
need to change our culture in the Estate. If you see a person speeding or transgressing other 
Estate traffic rules, please assist by taking down the registration number of the vehicle and a 
description of the driver and reporting it immediately to Security personnel. These details can 
be submitted to the Security Manager as well. How can we have a safe Estate if there is even 
one person who doesn’t obey simple traffic rules?

We have already started to identify residents who are driving their domestic workers into the 
Estate. Fines were imposed upon these residents. Kindly register your domestic workers (house-
keepers, gardeners and any others) before they enter the Estate on foot through the turnstiles 
at the two gates.

It is an honour to present to you the two 
guards of the month for June. 

Victor Ngapele was nominated for his out-
standing work. Victor has on numerous occa-
sions controlled the contractors when exiting 
the Estate by making sure that all contractors 
that exit the Estate still have their access slips 
with them.

As you are all aware, residents are not allowed 
to walk or jog out of the Estate where the 
vehicles drive through the booms. Everyone, 
including residents, leaving the Estate on foot 
must use the turnstiles. Shadrack Michavi 
was identified as the guard who handles this 
part of his duty with dedication as he has 
stopped a number of joggers and walkers 
and directed them to the turnstiles. 

Security Tips 
• Make sure that all ground 

floor windows are closed.

• Make sure that all doors are 
closed and locked.

• Make sure that all vehicles 
parked in driveways are 
locked and all valuables (e.g. 
laptops, wallets, handbags 
and GPS navigators) are re-
moved from the vehicle.

• Make sure that alarm systems 
are used, armed and in a 
working condition.

• Be more vigilant in the Estate, 
report suspicious activities on 
the Estate directly to the Pro-
tea Coin Security Manager.

• Let’s all be law-abiding citi-
zens and prevent crime, reg-
ister all domestic workers and 
make sure that they have valid 
ID or passport documents.
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Village Talk

The Irene Farms JKS karate club cur-
rently consists of 13 kids between 
the ages of 6 and 15, of which 

seven reside in the Villages.

Over the past two years children of the 
Villages did well at the JKS National 
SA Championships. Last year, Berlize 
Strydom, age group 14-15 (left on the 
attached photos) won a bronze medal 
in the kata division in Bloemfontein. This 
year, seven karatekas participated at the 
championships in Johannesburg and 
won a total of four medals. Mariska Laas, 
age group 14-15 (middle), and Daniel 
Shelver, age group 12-13 (right), won 
bronze medals in the kumite division.

This is indeed a great achievement if 
we bear in mind that we are a relatively 
small club with the focus on developing 
kids in this discipline. “I am indeed proud 
of the club and the kids,” Sensei Christo 
Müller said.

IRENE FARMS JKS SA championships



Birding Written by Piet Beukes on the new 
Ubuntu12.04 high-quality free Open 
Source Software
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Sasol  
Birding 

Fair
May 2012

Ever felt that you were alongside Alice 
in Wonderland down the rabbit-hole? 
Well, that’s how I felt when I went to 

the Sasol Birding Fair at the Johannesburg 
Zoo on the weekend of the 26th of May 
2012. Sure, birding as a hobby does take 
you places, as I wrote in the previous bird-
ing edition of May. But what I experienced 
at the Joburg Zoo was crazy and wonder-
ful and a real enjoyment. Have you heard 
of MonkeyBusiness Avenue, or perhaps of 
Parrots of the Caribbean Street? Well, you 
will find them and much more at the Johan-
nesburg Zoo.

But to begin at the beginning, I heard of the 
event through a recent publication of the 
excellent birding magazine, Birdlife South 
Africa, which IFV friends showed me while 
we were having tea – sorry, no magical 
biscuits to make you smaller or bigger or 
something – that came later. I took a photo 
of the Birding Fair notice and put it in the 
Birding in IFV Facebook page so that the 
serious Birders in IFV and surrounds would 
know about it immediately.  

We left home early so as to be able to at-
tend one of the early morning Birding Fair 
lectures that we highlighted as something 
we were interested in. Arriving at the Zoo 
gate, there was ample and safe parking for 
a low fee. We registered for the Birding Fair 
and was surprised from the very beginning 
at what we experienced (have to say, it was 
years since I had last been to the Joburg 
Zoo). It was spacious and very clean, well 
organised around basic themes with the 
craziest names. Well done, Joburg Zoo! A lot 
of thought had gone into making it attrac-
tive and welcoming.

The Sasol Birding Fair was organised around 
a grassed open space with stalls and tents 
where exhibitors presented various birding-
related items, from binoculars and motion-
sensing cameras to books and eco-tourism 
excursions throughout Africa (and even 
further! :-).

more insight into what 
makes up the world of  

birding than ever before

As could be expected, there was enough 
to eat and drink – at a very reasonable 
price. Over lunch the sounds of a youth 
brass-and-jazz band (of about 17 musicians) 
playing awesome jazz music could be heard 
in the background, as well as the noise of 
numerous small kids jumping on a jumping 
castle. The grassy area where the fair took 
place was littered with people eating hot-
dogs, curry and rice, doughnuts or veggie 
lasagna (lovely, with lots of cheese!). A good 
number of Johannesburg’s residents came 
to relax for a day at the zoo, which created a 
fantastic atmosphere.

At the end of that day, I wrote down what 
Marietjie and I had experienced of the day: 

“It is evening now, hours after the end of 
the Birding Fair and we are back home after 
a long and lovely day. I went to the bird 
fair to get some new birding stories and 
information I had been looking for for some 
time. I came back with an armful of bro-
chures, new binoculars that were on sale for 
less than half the price you could buy them 
in the shops (my old trusty had a knock off 
the table and now has squint eyes), and 
more insight into what makes up the world 
of birding than ever before. You can buy the 
birding e-software for your iPad or phone 
(at a hefty price), but you could also just use 
the free open-source g-birding software 
which is even better (much better!). There 
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is currently a birding photography competition running with really 
great prizes (details with me) and lots of ways to support birding in 
general and endangered birds in particular (Ground Hornbill, Wat-
tled Crane, etc). Birdlife SA has their AGM coming up in March 2013 
(they have it informally and call it a “floc”) – it will take place on a 
four-day grand cruise up the West Coast at a cost of R4000, every-
thing included on the grand MSC OPERA. The first 245 out of the 
400 tickets are already sold out – the first week it became known, 
before any advertising had taken place.

After having visited all the stalls and exhibitions and walked about 
the immediate area of the zoo where the Birding Fair events were 
taking place, Marietjie and I attended two lectures during the day. 
Walking to the one event venue, we passed the usual animals in 
spacious open areas along the zoo grounds. They even have two 
battleship-grey fibreglass replicas of baby hippos. When one of 
these ‘statutes’ twitched an ear, we realized that these were not 
baby hippos at all, but real ‘pygmy hippos’, just larger than a wild-
boar in size. I wonder what a pygmy elephant would look like on 
this scale, probably the size of a small pony, less than two metres 
in height. Standing there, looking at these small, chubby animals 
which we only know in the full size edition, I could well imagine the 
surprise Alice must have felt after she ate the biscuits that made 
her grow taller and taller than everything around her. Yet for all the 
small chubbiness of the pygmy hippos, they are apparently just as 
aggressive as their larger counterparts, according to a notice on the 
fence close to them.

The first lecture we attended, was a Going-Green event, presented 
by Simon Gear of 702. It was a well prepared talk, giving us much 
food for thought. He did present us with rather disturbing ideas – 
we are not going to be able to turn climate change around, sorry! 
Our children will not have cars (or futuristic car-planes for that mat-
ter), for there will not be the resources to sustain them. He foresees 
a resource-depleted world as current consumer trends spiral out 
of control. He believes that a change of focus away from more con-
sumption to basic values such as family life, going for happiness and 
creative energy into doing your day job well and so creating small 
change, will mean more in the end.

Interesting.

The second lecture we attended focused on identifying 
barred hawks, and was presented by the renowned birds-of-
prey expert, Ulrich Oberpreller. He was his usual excellent self, 
teaching the roomful of people ways to distinguish between 
the various Sparrow-Hawks and Goshawks. You feel as if 
you can take on the world when you walk out of one of his 
lectures, so well does he present his subject. He signed one 
of our books that we had taken along for the occasion. In the 
near future he will start doing eco-tourism.

Such was the stuff I wrote at the end of that day. All in all 
it had been a pleasant day as well as an eye-opener with 
regards to the many faces of birding and the army of birding 
volunteers who gave of their time to make the event possible. 
I have the details for anyone who wishes to catch a Birding-
Bug, e.g. who wishes to join Birdlife SA’s Northern Gauteng 
Birding branch.”

Piet Beukes, signing off after reporting from Rabbit-hole  
Corner, Johannesburg Zoo Birding Fair.

If you have a story to share or are just interested in birds and 
birding, give us a shout or come around and introduce your-
self.  We stay at 50 Queensway, IFV. Contact me if you want 
more information regarding birding events for the rest of the 
year as organised by Birdlife SA, Northern Gauteng Birding 
branch.

Piet and Marietjie 082 433 0900
pietbeukes@gmail.com

Birding
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Jason Fick

A garden without  
compromise

• Landscaping
• Industrial and commercial 

garden maintenance
• Irrigation, water features and 

Koi ponds
• Garden cleanups
• Tree felling
• Staff hire

Tel: 082 887 1343
Cell:   082 321 8114
Email: jasonfick@mweb.co.za

The Village Greens

indigenous the

parkland gardens

Thank you,

Jason Fick
0823218114

We, the team at Garden Creations, continu-
ously endeavour to maintain the indig-
enous parkland gardens of Irene Farm Vil-
lages to the highest of standards. With this 
in mind, Dirk and I met with At van Niekerk 
and agreed that since the winter months 
quiet down tremendously, we will use the 
spare time for new park development or 
improvements around the Estate.

As most of you know, funds are limited so 
we either use what we receive from our resi-
dents or make do with what we have. We 
have made several changes to some of our 
parks, namely: Half Moon, cnr White Heart & 
Country Club, Duke Park, Cornwall Park and 
Crown Park. We can’t take all the credit for 
these improvements, as we received very 
positive suggestions from the grounds staff 
as well. It was awesome to hear their ideas 
and get a feel for what they like – it is their 
work place after all. In fact, having designed 
something at your own discretion gives you 
a sense of pride and makes it much more 
enjoyable to work in the environment.

The best way to experience what we have 
been up to in the various parks is to view it 
yourself, so take a stroll and enjoy looking 
out for the improvements.

Our tractor has been running as normal, 
watering all the plants and trees. We did 
have a hiccup for a week as the clutch had 
gone but it has been repaired and is run-
ning as smoothly as ever.

We’d like to stress that we are not neglect-
ing any of the maintenance but that half 
the team will be attending to maintenance 
while the other half carries out develop-

ment or improvements. If by chance there 
are any parks or gardens that we have not 
attended to, please do let us know by e-mail. 
Feedback is always appreciated as it is not 
impossible for us to miss something, but we 
at Garden Creations would like to keep the 
gardens of this Estate top class and make visi-
tors’ jaws drop in awe! 

If you have any advice for us to improve our 
service in any way or ideas regarding the gar-
dening, please feel free to contact me at the 
phone number or e-mail address below.
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Financial Statement 

Summary Income Statement 
March 2012

IRENE FARM VILLAGES HOME OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION 

May 2012                    Year to Date                YTD Variance 
Actual              Budget  Acutal            Budget  Value              %
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Office Address:  Sovereign Drive, Route 21 Corporate Park
Accounting Office Hours: 8:00 to 13:00 Monday to Friday
Office Tel:   082 780 0059
Accounts Email:  accounts@aams.co.za
IFV Accounts:  Winny Boshoff

Account Ability

IRENE FARM VILLAGES HOME OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION 

Summary Income Statement 
May 2012

May 2012                    Year to Date                YTD Variance 
Actual              Budget  Acutal            Budget  Value              %
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More-itius
Seeing

Forget lazing on the beach all 
day. Mauritius has so much 
more to offer holiday-goers.

Why drive six hours to Durban, when 
you can fly to Mauritius in four? 
Mauritius is a favourite destination for 

couples, especially honeymooners, but it’s just 
as much fun for families. You can visit a tea or 
rum estate, cruise on a catamaran, spend the 
day in an adventure park, snap up bargains at 
the fleamarkets and even play a few rounds of 
golf. 

TEE OFF IN MAURITIUS
You’ll be spoilt for choice when it comes to 
playing golf in Mauritius. The Belle Mare Plage 
has two courses, The Links and The Legend 
Golf Club. There are golf courses at the Coco 
Beach Hotel, Dinarobin Hotel, the Doda Club, 
Four Seasons at Anahita, Ile aux Cerfs, Le Golf 
du Chateau, Le Telfair, Le Touessrok, the Maritim 
Hotel Turtle Bay, Paradis Hotel, Saint-Geran Ho-
tel and Trou aux Biches Hotel, just for starters. 
There’s a mashie course at the Shandrani Golf 
Club, an 18-hole course at the private Gym-
khana Club and a course at the Tamarina Golf 
Estate & Beach Club. 

Belle Mar Plage –  

The Legend Golf Club

The Legend is one of the Belle Mar Plage’s two 

championship golf courses, offering superb 

fairways in the heart of an indigenous forest.
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Lifestyle Article courtesy of Travel News Weekly
Compiled by Anna-Belle Mulder



MAURITIAN SAFARI
If you’re missing the thrill of wildlife encounters, Safari 
Adventures offers daily walking tours along the banks of 
the Riviere du Rempart. Visitors are able to interact with 
lions, cheetahs and tigers and experience the behaviour of 
these big cats in a protected area.

ILE D’AMBRE MANGROVES
Take time to kayak through the mangrove forest on the 
island of Ile D’Ambre. You can explore lagoons, islands and 
small channels leading to hidden beaches.

CASELA BIRD PARK MAURITIUS
With 2500 native birds, including the rare pink pigeon, 
Casela Bird Park is a must for bird-viewing enthusiasts. 
Giant tortoises, tigers, monkeys, lemurs and fruit bats can 
also be seen.

SIR SEEWOOSAGUR RAMGOOLAM  
BOTANICAL GARDEN
Commonly known as the Pamplemousses Garden, this 
popular attraction is famous for its giant water lilies. It is 
the perfect place to escape the Mauritian heat in summer.

SAFE AND CONVENIENT
Due to a recent government crackdown on malaria and yellow fever, 
Mauritius is relatively free of these diseases. This means that preventive 
measures are not routinely required. Another plus is that South African 
passport holders do not need visas. Even more good news is that Air 
Mauritius will soon be adding a second daily flight from Johannesburg to 
Mauritius. With its temperate climate and swimming that can be enjoyed 
all year round, Mauritius is a destination that is worth visiting over and 
over again. Ask your local travel agent to book you 

a fantastic Mauritius break this winter

THINGS TO DO
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Trou aux Biches Golf Club

Open to guests of all Beachcomber resorts, the nine-hole 

par-32 course spreads itself across  2000m. There is also 

a pro shop in the colonial-style clubhouse where guests 

can equip themselves with the necessities.

The Anahita Golf Course
The Anahita Golf Course is 40 minutes from the international air-

port on the east coast of the island. It features a Mauritian-styled 

clubhouse, the Four Seasons Golf Academy and a 300m grass 

practice range that includes a putting and chipping green.







Politically Incorrect 
The Autobiography
By Peter de Villiers and Gavin Rich

Throughout his tenure as the first black Springbok coach, 
Peter de Villiers was in the news, and not always for the 
right reasons. His battle to be accepted and respected 
by the rugby fraternity started from the moment his ap-
pointment was announced, when his new boss admitted 
that De Villiers had got the job for reasons ‘other than 
pure rugby’.

In his four years as Bok coach, De Villiers experienced 
huge successes – a series win over the British & Irish 
Lions and a Tri Nations trophy – but he also suffered the 
ignominy of coming last in the Tri Nations and seeing his 
World Cup dream shattered by the controversial  
officiating of referee Bryce Lawrence. In addition, his out-
spoken nature and colourful application of the metaphor 
alternately amused and horrified South African rugby 
fans, and his close relationship with his senior players 
begged the question: Who was coaching whom?

Now, in his autobiography, De Villiers answers this ques-
tion and addresses many more: 
How he managed to progress 
from the dusty streets of Paarl 
as a rugby-mad youngster to 
the highest job in South African 
rugby; why his employers tried to 
manipulate him but failed; why he 
stuck with John Smit as captain in 
the 2011 Rugby World Cup; and 
where his passion for rugby will 
lead him next.

If rugby fans thought they knew 
Peter de Villiers before reading 
this book, they will think differ-
ently afterwards.

some reading time
BO
OK

OFF
Springbok Kitchen - Celebrating 
the Love of Food, Family and Rugby
By Duane Heath &  Warren Heath

WINNER of the 2012 Gourmand Award in the Fund 
Raising & Charity category for the Africa Region. 
Proceeds from the sale of Springbok Kitchen go to 
the Chris Burger Petro Jackson Players' Fund  
www.playersfund.org.za

Springbok Kitchen is a visual celebration of South 
Africans’ love of food and all things rugby, present-
ed in the favourite recipes of 40 past and present 
Springbok rugby legends.

Swapping their jerseys for aprons, some of the 
most famous men to have worn the green and 
gold – including John Smit, Kobus Wiese, Victor 
Matfield, Wynand Claassen, Fourie du Preez, Jan 
‘Boland’ Coetzee, Bryan Habana, Chester Williams, 
Morné du Plessis and Bakkies Botha – lift the lid on 
their love of food.

Away from the field and the 
glare of the television cameras, 
Springbok Kitchen takes you into 
the players’ homes and hearts 
to paint an intimate portrait of 
the role that food plays in their 
private lives.

But Springbok Kitchen isn’t only 
about the recipes of our rugby 
heroes – it’s a uniquely South 
African story of how food brings 
old rugby friends and complete 
strangers together around braais, 
skottels and kitchen tables all 
across this beautiful land.

Get Bushwise: On Safari  
Desert, River, Bushveld - A Young  
Explorer’s Guide
By Nadine Clarke

This bumper edition illuminates three impor-
tant southern African natural arenas. Com-
prising three lively children’s nature guides, 
the book brings together a treasure trove of 
information, colourful images, games and 
activities for young readers.

A local guide leads adventurers on safaris 
into three surprisingly varied worlds: the 
bushveld, a river and a desert. Each envi-
ronment brings its unique flavour to the 
adventure. Multiple images (both photos 
and illustrations) and interesting text intro-
duce the region’s fascinating wildlife with its 
intriguing habits and lifestyles. Readers are 
encouraged to play along by means of en-
gaging activities, games and quizzes, with 
answers at the end of each section.  
Nature’s edible treats and useful props are 
also introduced, along with survival tech-
niques for the young explorer.

Price
R190

Price
R190

Price
R220

Book Review Compiled by Bev Hermanson
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Art By Leilani Basson

than life
LARGER

In an enchanted house  

somewhere in Haenertsburg, 

a quaint little town in  

Mpumalanga, a fairy-like 

woman creates magic with 

the stroke of her paint brush. 

Irma Strydom makes  

memories come to life.

Unobtrusive, elegant and mys-
terious. A few words that come 
to mind when watching Irma 

Strydom ‘create’ people in her rondawel-
shaped studio in Haenertsburg. She’s 
softly spoken and reserved, yet warm 
and welcoming. Arranged around her are 
completed portraits and others still in the 
process of being finished. 

At first glance, her paintings look like 
photo prints on canvas. It is only when 
you come very, very close to them that 
you realise that these prints are paintings. 
They call it super realism.

“I have always loved art – to do it, to teach 
it and to appreciate it,” says Irma. She is 
beautiful and has a muse-like quality 
about her. “It has always been part of my 
life. But it was only in 2005 when I met the 
artist David Khoury and bought three of 
his paintings, that super realism became 
a kind of obsession within me. It was then 
that I looked for artists whose style and 
technique I admired and asked them to 
teach me what they know. The artist I 

I have always loved art – to do it, to 
teach it and to appreciate it
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learned the most from, and who taught me 
not just technique, but also fuelled my pas-
sion for super realism, was Mary Marsecano 
from Knysna.”

Although Irma was born in Durban, she 
lived a bit of a nomadic existence as a 
child. “I never lived in one place for more 
than two years. I was in 15 primary schools 
and two high schools. If I do have to pick 
one place that I remember most fondly, it 
would be Oudtshoorn with its ostriches. My 
mother worked as a tour guide and often 
after school I would ride two ostriches – one 
called Speedy Konsalis and the other, Cousin 
Slow Motion.

This itinerant lifestyle is probably what 
urged Irma to spare her boys the deadly 
routine of school life.  “My sons are 11 and 
6 years old.  I home-school them and give 
them art classes every Friday. They are my 
joy, my pride and my sanity.”

Irma’s art career started in high school, 
when she did portrait studies for pocket 
money, and at the age of 16 she was already 
teaching art. “Since then, I have always 
loved sharing what I know about art and 
technique.”

Irma has a studio at Merensky High 
School where she teaches art to students 
and learners from Tzaneen. She also 
teaches art to private students in her 
studio at home in Haenertsburg.

“I have realised that most students come 
to art classes not only to learn, but also 
because art becomes a form of therapy for 
them. It always amazes me how a student 
will walk into my class entirely frustrated, 
sad or sometimes angry, and then leave at 
the end of class with a smile and a feeling 
of relief. I can see how their brush strokes 
change from one emotion to the next. I love 
to see how art becomes a tool for healing 
the spirit and the heart. For this reason, I am 
pursuing a qualification in Art Therapy.”

Irma’s biggest inspiration comes from 
women. “I have great respect for abused, 
neglected and rejected women who refuse 
to lie down, but who have used their 
past hurts as tools to help others. And for 
women who have not lost their femininity 
in a male dominated world.”

Irma’s life in Haenertsburg is undoubtedly 
one less ordinary. “Picnics at the waterfall 
on lazy Sunday afternoons, the grave yard 
at full moon, teaching my kids to bake, bird 
watching, walks in the indigenous forest, 
doing crafts at home, horse riding at Silver 
Mist, rock climbing in the mountains… this 
is what we do.” 

Apart from her painting and art classes, 
Irma enjoys her animals She has a three-
year old Arabian stallion that she plans to 
ride in endurance races when he is a bit 
older and an Alsatian that she adopted from 
the SPCA. “I fell in love with my Alsatian the 

moment I saw him at the SPCA. So has eve-
rybody else in Haenertsburg, who he visits 
frequently. When I am working in my studio, 
he is always at my feet, guarding me.”

Currently, Irma is working on a family por-
trait for Mr Tito Mbonweni, previous gover-
nor of the South African Reserve Bank. On 
bigger commissions, Irma works with artist, 
Peter Shackleton, and research assistant, 
Justice Phukubje. “Justice is a vital member 
of the team. He does most of the research. 
He works full time at the University of the 
North as a Librarian.”

Painting full time, Peter and Irma are able 
to do large commissions in shorter periods 
of time, to meet deadlines. They follow the 
same styles and are both conversant with 
all the major mediums and art forms. The 
team works very well together, inspiring 
each other, which boosts creativity and 
productivity. Hence the Zulu name for their 
collaborative effort, ‘Siphiwo’, which means 
‘to create’.

A few of the team’s recent and current 
commissions include 30 oil paintings of 
Arabian horses for Salim Ayob, owner of the 
Al Maqdad Arabian Stud, two oil paintings 
as well as installation art commissioned by 
Anglo Gold International’s Head Office and 
a collection of 20 water colour paintings 
of historical Norwegian churches commis-
sioned by popular Norwegian opera singer, 
Ellen Maria Sivertson.

For more information or to 

have your finest memories 

captured in oil or  

watercolour on canvas, 

contact Irma on  

084 990 4731 or  

e-mail her on  

strydom.irma@gmail.com
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS
Police Emergency   10111
Lyttelton Police Station       012 664 8600
Pierre van Ryneveld   
Community Policing Forum       079 528 1630

Security at Gates       012 662 1688
Guard House Main Gate (Smart Village):      42831
Guard House North Gate (Smart Village) :    42832 
Protea Coin Shift Manager        082 838 7779
Irene Farm Controller       082 947 7610

Fire Emergency  10177
Medical Emergency 082 911

Irene Farm Villages:
Estate Office  012 662 3505/5601
Estate Manager  079 525 9281

Managing Agent:  Tel: 082 780 0059
Account Ability  Fax: 086 671 9798
   info@aams.co.za           

HOA Board Members:
Braam Matthee     •   Corné Nell    •    Leon Saunders

Woof Walkies & House-sitting, Irene Farm Villages -Call 
Wes: 071 885 4646

QUALITY MEAT PACKS/SPIT BRAAI’S Top quality meat packs 
(weekly/monthly) delivered to your door.Free delivery IFV 
residents.Affordable spit braai;s book now.DIY or WE come 
and do it for you! We also do PLATTERS! Biltong and Droë-
wors at factory prices. Call Werner 0739295707

Party & Function hire. 
Cutlery, crockery, glassware, linen, chairs, tables, jumping 
castles, kids tables & chairs
FREE delivery in Irene Farm Village. www.absolutehire.co.za. 
012 662 5803. Carien 

Reliable house keeper looking for work on Tuesdays & 
Thursdays. Very thorough and fast worker that comes highly 
recommended. 
For reference contact Marnus  072 732 6893
Lindiwe Selemane 071 293 3500

CLEANING – We specialize in cleaning of carpets, uphol-
stery, leather, windows, major once off cleaning and pest 
control call ALTOKLEEN on 082 395 6449

Scary reality – almost all the meat, fruit and vegetables 
your family consumes is either tainted with pesticides, 
hormones or GM material. 
Want to know more? Email gillianosheamail@gmail.com. 
We will be selling organic and free range food from the 
Irene Market from February 2012.
Come and visit our stall, buy clean fresh food for a 
healthier 2012.

Reliable DIY Handyman available for painting, sanding, 
varnishing jobs in IFV. 
Can also do welding, plumbing, tiling, and damp proofing 
etc. Resides in IFV and has own Tools and Equipment.  
Please call after 16h00 to discuss your  DIY/maintenance 
needs: 083 2461 425

Miglio Jewellery:  2012 range now available!  Large variety 
of colour.  New ring designs.  Affordable and vibrant, suit-
able for all ages.  Vouchers available.  Contact Jackie on 
084 658 9145

The Village Training Squad: Get rid of the extra festive 
season weight.Join our group for Outdoor exercises to 
improve fitness, muscle tone and overall wellbeing. Classes 
are presented by a qualified Biokineticist. Phone Etresia 
0833522089

Cellular repairs: We do repairs to all types of cellphones. 
We specialize in Nokia and Blackberry handsets. Expe-
rienced technician with latest repair equipment. Free 
quotes! Pick up and delivery can be arranged. Contact 
Neil: 082 495 1782

Manoko Laundry: We are still available for those people 
who really need help in washing and ironing. We also wash 
blankets, Comforters, Duvets and linen with a reasonable 
price Time 7hr to 5hr (week days) Nancy Chipane Contact 
no 0835643423
Home no: 012 6620301

Gardner wanted: I am looking for an experienced and reli-
able gardener to work at our home in Irene Farm Villages 
one day per week. A week day is preferable. Contact 
Carolyn at 0837124056

Revive Lash and Nail Studio  Come and spoil yourself 
with  Lash Extensions or a new set of nails.  Specialising in 
Biosculpture Gel, Acrylic Dip and Calbrook Gel. For an ap-
pointment, please phone Charmaine 082 5525 278
After Hour appointments also available

Graco automatic Baby Swing FOR SALE, negotiable on 
price. Contact: Melanie 082-655-7533

Avon products available from Chantel, 083 859 8917 
lally-cl@hotmail.com or Elke, 072 483 0558 eoschmitz@
hotmail.com 

Domestic:  Looking for full or part time work, very reliable 
and thorough.Reference contact: Nicole Carroll 072 905 
7400 Evelyn Manamela 079 575 3277

Studio Photography in IFV: Bring your family, spouse, kids 
or dogs for a fun summer shoot. In the studio or outdoor! 
R1400 for a 1 hour shoot, all high res photos supplied on 
disc. Call Lourens now! 079 529 7827

Water Purifiers: Protect your kids and yourself from bacteria 
and viruses in our water. Get a free filter when you pur-
chase a purifier. Try it for a week then make a decision.
Installation will take 10minutes. Contact Laurence  
079 529 7827

4X4 trailer - Including a rooftop tent, kitchen, Gerry cans, 
etc.  Asking price of R30000 (onco). Contact Gavin  
083 440 2823

Our domestic worker, Emma Mehlomekhulu, is looking for 
an additional 2 days work per week, preferably Mondays 
and Thursdays.  She has worked for us for the past 7 years 
and is hardworking and reliable.  Please call Emma on 
0734507591, or myself Claire on 082 562 5983 for a 
reference

Professional Make up Artist - Matric dances, dates, func-
tions, everyday make up or any other occasion. As well as 
make up lessons. Resident of Irene Farm Villages. Contact 
Carly on 082 656 7757 or email carlydup999@gmail.com

I have place for 1 child in the mornings to school from 
August 2012. Phone Tania 082 5655 895

Studio Photography in IFV: Bring your family, spouse, kids 
or dogs for a fun summer shoot. In the studio or outdoor! 
R1400 for a 1 hour shoot, all high res photos supplied on 
disc. Call Lourens now! 079 529 7827

I am a 20 year old Unisa student looking to au pair or 
babysit children within Irene Farm Villages or Cornwall. I 
am available on weekdays as well as weekends. I have a 
great history with Children and I can e-mail you my cv on 
request. Please contact Lizzy on 083 602 1170 or  
liz.burger@live.com

Echo3 4x4 trailer -Excellent condition, Fully 
kitted,Kitchen+4 extra drawers, Nose cone ,All awnings & 
sidewalls, Water tank, Stone net, Spare wheel swing arm, 
Extra tow bar, Full canvas cover, Fridge slide, Toyota rims, 
Brake, Emergency spares kit, R70 000 (0nco), Contact 
Johan 083 254 6830

Pre-School Children’s Jersey Knitted pre-school children’s 
jersey’s made to order, plus all size fingerless gloves and 
crochet scarves. Please contact Elaine on 071 041 8553.

Domestic worker: Johanna seeks work on Mondays, Tues-
days , Thursdays and Fridays in Irene Village Estate. Good 
and reliable worker. For reference Bessie 0842067035. 
Contact 073 361 8369 Johanna.

Property Services: Maintenance, Alterations and Renova-
tions as well as Garden Refuse and Rubbish Removals. 
Please contact Jacques on 082 622 88 44

Domestic: looking for two days (Tues & Thursday) a 
week. Very reliable and thorough. Pls call Stephina on 
0725210421

I am looking for an experienced gardener to work in my 
home in Irene Farm Villages on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday: interested please call 0765633159.

Are you wondering what to do with your kids over the 
holidays?  EQual Zeal are presenting Holiday Programmes 
in Irene Farm Village.  Visit www.equalzeal.com for dates or 
contact Christa 0833040303/christa@equalzeal.com   ALL 
AGES catered for, discount given!  We play with purpose so 
fun and learning guaranteed!

If you would like to advertise in our smalls 
section, please contact us:  

Tel: 012 662 3505 • 
 E-mail: admin@irenefarmvillages.co.za
The smalls are free and exclusive to 
the residents of Irene Farm Villages
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The Butler 
Caterers 

annetjie.benadie@leapfrog.co.za

Office:  012 644 8300 
Fax:  012- 664 6790

Agent:  Leonie van der Sande 
Cell:  072 6300 857 

leonie.vandersande@pamgolding.co.za  

Principal: Nina Antoniou
Agents: Nina Antoniou &

Praxia Nathanael Cell:
Nina 082 963 1994

Cell: Praxia 072 222 9992
Office: 012 667 3692 Fax: 086 617 0516

Principal : S.J. van Wyk
Cell:

Cell: Lola Casey 083 437 9722
Office: Fax:

Ansa Swart Cell: 082 461 0465

012 667 2167 012 667 3566

Principal: Charmain Coetzee
Office: 012 644 8300 Fax: 012 664 6790

Agent: Suzette Deacon
Cell: 084 506 6497

suzette.deacon@pamgolding.co.za

Principal agent:
Machelle Henning-Walker

082 789 7888
Fax: 086 614 0153

www.rmrealtors.co.za
E-mail: machelle@rmrealtors.co.za

Kiewiet

Principal: Leane Graaff
Agents: Leane Graaff

Cell: 083 457 3184
Office: 012 662 5609

Fax: 086 641 8111
Email: lgestates@absamail.co.za

Principal: Ana Forssman
Tel: 076 763 2483

email: ana.realtyworx@yahoo.com

Jonathan Koen
Cell: 073 206 3877 Fax: 086 523 1748
E-mail: superiorrealty@telkomsa.net

•

Lizette van Staden
074 148 3949

(National FET Certificate NQF4: Real Estate)

Email: lizette.vs@mweb.co.za
Fax: 086 516 4308

Area agent: Rietvlei, Rietvalleirand, Irene, Woodlands.

Principal: Joanie La Grange
Agents: Annetjie Benadie

Annetjie Cell: 082 555 7490
Office: 012 348 1940
Fax: 012 348 1107

Approved Estate Agents
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Resident Spotlight

Street Queen
A white suburban girl from a classical 

dance background goes against all 
odds to conquer the Hip Hop and 

Street Dance scene. Although this sounds 
very much like the storyline of popular 
dance films such as ‘Save the Last Dance’ 
and ‘Step Up’, this is the reality of Centurion 
based dancer Michelle Oppenshaw (living 
in Irene Farm Villages).

Having started her career with Freestyle 
and Latin American Dance, Michelle has 
represented South Africa at the World Latin 
American Championships and taught and 
choreographed with England’s “Strictly 
Come Dancing” stars, Darren Bennet and 
Lilia Kopylova.

She achieved the highest ranking in South 
African freestyle dance, winning the South 
African Champion of Champions section 
and also winning the South African disco 
title.

Michelle moved from the studio styles 
into street dance, where she danced and 
choreographed for Illmatic Dance crew, 
which represented South Africa at the Hip 
Hop International World Championships in 
Las Vegas. Since then she has accumulated 

numerous titles and has also become a 
sought-after choreographer to dance crews 
across the hip hop and commercial dance 
industry. 

This year has already proved to be a reward-
ing year, with Michelle claiming the title 
“South Africa’s 2012 Locking Champion” 
(a division of Street Dance) and has been 
invited as a soloist to compete at the World 
Hip Hop International Championships in 
the 1 on 1 Locking Battles.

There is no doubt that Michelle is one of the 
most versatile choreographers and dancers 
South Africa has ever had.

Michelle has had the privilege of working 
with some of the world’s best dancers and 
trainers and industry choreographers such 
as Tabitha and Napoleon (America’s So You 
Think You Can Dance), Tony Czar (Britney 
Spears choreographer), Kumari Suraj 
(America’s So You Think You Can Dance), 
Jaquel Knight (Nicole Scherzinger, choreog-
rapher), Luther Brown (Canada So You Think 
You Can Dance), Marty Kudelka (Justin 
Timberlake choreographer), Kaba Modern 
(America Best Dance Crew) and The Beat 
Freaks (America Best Dance Crew). 

Michelle Oppenshaw dancing 
her way to the top
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Resident Spotlight

FUTURE PLANS 

Her experience is mind-blowing but is 
dwarfed by her new dream which she has 
unveiled. This year has opened brand new 
and once-in-a-lifetime opportunities for 
Michelle to go to America and London for 
personal one on one training with the pio-
neers of Hip Hop and street dance as well 
as powerful heavy hitters in the commercial 
dance scene. They will not only be mentor-
ing her in dance skills but also in develop-
ment programmes she can use in SA.

Michelle’s dream is to open South Africa’s 
largest dance centre specializing in all styles 
of dance and empowering young dancers, 
especially those from previously disadvan-
taged or underprivileged communities, 

with the tools and opportunities they need 
to excel in their dance careers.

In the meantime, Michelle does numerous 
outreach and development workshops 
across South Africa and has become a 
sought-after adviser for many top South 
African dance studios.

Michelle has a goal-driven character. “If I 
want to lift the standard of dance in this 
country, my knowledge must grow expo-
nentially. There are too many trainers in SA 
who settle for mediocrity. This is heart-
breaking for me as it stunts the growth of 
dance as well as the dancers themselves. I 
want to share what I learn with dancers who 
are hungry for knowledge and a chance to 
make their dreams come true.”

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

Michelle has many fundraising initiatives on 
the go to help raise the money she needs to 
get the unparalleled training and experi-
ence in America and UK. She is holding a 
production at the Atterbury theatre on 3 
July where she will be showcasing all her 
recent dance pieces. M.O.D.E. (Michelle 
Oppenshaw Dance Entertainment) Dance 
Gallery features some of the finest danc-
ers in Gauteng. Tickets are R100. For more 
information and bookings contact Michelle 
directly.

Furthermore, if you or your company are 
in a position to donate or assist in any way 
possible you may also get in touch with 
Michelle directly. Gift donations (to be 
used as prizes at fund raisers, raffles etc) 
and monetary donations are valued and 
appreciated.

Michelle: 072 101 1020 or  
michelleoppenshaw@gmail.com
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